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F R O M  T H E  J E W I S H  F E D E R A T I O N S  O F  N O R T H  A M E R I C A  L E A D E R S H I P

Shalom, 

We are delighted to welcome you to Washington, DC and the 2009 

General Assembly of The Jewish Federations of North America.

Over the past year, as Jewish Federations across North America 

made their way through the economic downturn, it would have 

been easy to give in to despair. Yet our Federations did just the 

opposite. In North America, Israel and around the world, Federa-

tion lay and professional leaders met daunting challenges with 

ingenuity, compassion, and resolve. 

In doing so, Jewish Federations also demonstrated how central the 

movement remains to Jewish life, thanks to its unparalleled ability 

to bring our community together and mobilize its resources for a 

common purpose. Clearly, the power of our collective endures. 

Now it’s time to pause, lift our heads up from the trenches and  

reflect. Because even though we’ve shown extraordinary  

resilience in surviving the past year’s crisis, we can’t ignore the 

larger cultural forces that continue to change the landscape in 

which we work. So as we plan for what will undoubtedly be  

another challenging year, we must also chart a course for the  

next several decades.

As you’ll see from the program, this year’s GA is designed to help 

you do both. There are sessions on immediate challenges and  

opportunities — how to raise money in a downturn; how to  

consolidate services to preserve lifesaving programs; how to better 

use digital media to connect with our communities. There are  

also sessions that tackle bigger, long-term issues — poverty in  

Israel; making the concept of Jewish peoplehood resonate with a 

new generation; and, of course, our increased focus on building 

Jewish identity. 

But the GA is more than workshops. It is a chance to come  

together, spend time with old friends and colleagues, and con-

nect with new ones. And to remember that when we work to-

gether as a collective, anything really is still possible.

 
	 Joseph Kanfer
	 Chair, Board of Trustees 

	 Kathy E. Manning
	 Chair, Executive Committee 

	 Michael C. Gelman
	 Treasurer

Michael I. Lebovitz
Chair, National Campaign 

Linda A. Hurwitz
Chair, National Women’s  
Philanthropy 

Jerry Silverman
President and CEO

GAprogram_2009_FINAL2.crw1.indd   3 11/3/09   12:29 PM




