Weekly Items from the Israeli Press, August 5, 2010
Communities in the Country’s South

Israel to UN: Rocket firing hurting peace efforts
Israel's UN envoy in Geneva Aharon Leshno Yaar sent a letter to the Human Rights Council over the weekend following the recent rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip. State officials claim the council has a "peculiar obsession" against Israel. 

Clinic patients 'stunned' by rocket attack
This is the fourth time since rockets have started being fired at the western Negev that the rehabilitation center – which treats handicapped IDF veterans, victims of terrorist attacks, and post-traumatic stress disorder patients – has sustained a direct rocket hit.

See also: Rockets explode in Eilat, Aqaba; casualties in Jordan
Clashes at Northern Border
UNIFIL: IDF did not enter Lebanese territory
Israeli troops clearing a tree obstructing surveillance of the Lebanese border did not leave Israeli territory, the United Nations force tasked with monitoring the contentious frontier said yesterday.

Casualty of border clash buried
Eight lieutenant colonels carried the coffin of Harari, 45, who was killed in the border clash with the Lebanese army near Kibbutz Misgav Am.

See also: IDF: Journalists were tipped off
and North heats up, but region still a tourism hotspot
Periphery

Luring low- and high-tech to the Negev
In a tribute to Israel’s founding Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, who made the Negev his home and dreamed of making the desert bloom, two former Israeli army colonels founded Green Group in the Negev town of Yeroham last year.


Ministers approve NIS 200m. for periphery
The interministerial committee for the development of the Negev and the Galilee has approved a series of incentives, worth upwards of NIS 200 million, aimed at strengthening the periphery.
Religious Pluralism

Sokolow's niece 'not Jewish enough' to marry here



Hillary Rubin felt she was living out her ancestors' dream when she decided to move to Israel in 2006. Now she says she is being forced to leave the country to fulfill her own dream - getting married.

Aliyah and Immigration

1,000 olim from 17 states arrive in Israel 

The Jewish Agency for Israel brought 1,000 new immigrants from 17 countries to Israel this week, including 550 new olim from France, more than 100 from the United Kingdom, 60 from South Africa and 170 from South America.

Israel Tourism

EcoBike: A rewarding way to sightsee
EcoBike, a two-year-old Israeli bike touring company, has just launched a new summer tour in mid- July called Tel Aviv Bike & Beer, for visitors looking for an alternative way to see the city.

'Tel Aviv world's 9th best beach city'
Maybe it’s the lifeguards, maybe it's the matkot, or maybe it’s the popsicle vendor's calls. Whatever it is, it seems the world can no longer ignore the Tel Aviv shore's charm.

Jewish World
Change at JTA signals challenges faced by US Jewish media
Over the past two decades, US Jewish media and print journalism in general have been in steady decline due to dwindling readership and loss of ad revenue to the Web.


Israel Philanthropy
New gov’t Web site hopes to make NGOs more transparent
An online database and interactive community aimed at making Israeli nonprofit organizations more transparent was launched in Jerusalem on Tuesday by the Justice Ministry together with Yad Hanadiv – the local arm of the Rothschild Foundation – the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and NPTech, a public benefit company that helps nonprofits develop their online presence.



Arab-Israelis and Coexistence
Civic watchdog: Jews get better legal aid services than Arabs
There are discrepancies between the services offered to Arabs and Jews at the Justice Ministry's legal aid bureau, a new study by Sikkuy - The Association for the Advancement of Civic Equality in Israel concludes. An absence of forms in Arabic and a shortage of Arabic-speaking staff are among some of the gaps noted in the research.

See Also: Want NII stipends? First learn to speak Hebrew
and Police clash with Bedouin attempting to rebuild razed unrecognized village
Just for Fun

Israel ranked among happiest countries in world
Despite security concerns, astronomical real estate prices, and claims that Israelis typically like to complain, it turns out that Israelis are actually happy. 

Editorials from the Hebrew Press

Yisrael Hayom avers that Israel's measured response, "was strategically reasonable, certainly against the background of the internal political chaos in Lebanon, which is expected to get worse following the publication of the conclusions of the tribunal that investigated the elimination of Rafik Hariri.  Escalation would play into the hands of Hezbollah, which would certainly jump on the opportunity to defend Lebanon's national honor and unify all forces around it."  The author says that, "Now we must hope that the Lebanese Army understood and internalized the message," and adds that may be seen as early as this morning when the IDF resumes work beyond the security fence, but inside the border.

Yediot Ahronot notes the IDF's measured response and asserts that, "If it becomes clear that the message was not conveyed and that the orders came from Beirut, Israel has warned that the next incident will end differently."  The author reminds his readers that, "For several months, the Lebanese Army's 9th Brigade has been creating provocations along its zone opposite the IDF…so that tension prevails along the border."  The paper believes that, "This is not coincidental," and explains that, "As soon an extremist Shi'ite officer, who is very extremist and very close to Hezbollah, received command of this brigade, activity vis-à-vis Israel changed."  The author notes that Israel has warned the US and France against building up the Lebanese Army since, "the weapons and the know-how will – in the end – serve extremist elements in Lebanon," and adds that, "Rapprochement between the Lebanese Army and Hezbollah is increasing; 60% of Lebanese soldiers are Shi'ite and brigade commands are passing into Shi'ite hands."  

