Weekly Items from the Israeli Press: July 15, 2010

Conversion Bill

Knesset committee approves conversion bill
(Ynet) Following a heated debate, the Knesset's Constitution, Law and Justice Committee on Monday approved the conversion bill for a first reading in the plenum.

Conversions bill sets Netanyahu on collision course with U.S. Jews
(Haaretz) “We are deeply shocked and disappointed to hear that the bill will suddenly be presented tomorrow in its current, highly problematic format without any input from [Jewish Agency chairman Natan] Sharansky or Diaspora communities," wrote JFNA chief Jerry Silverman.

Analysis: Banal but true
(Jerusalem Post) “We, as the Jewish federations, don’t usually get involved in Israel’s political matters, but this is a subject which also concerns us,” Silverman said. “You can’t underestimate the depth of feeling among Diaspora Jewry on this issue.”


Conversion bill dismays US senators
(Jerusalem Post) A US senator has taken the rare step of drafting a letter expressing concern about Israel’s pending conversion legislation, underscoring the wide dismay the bill has triggered in the American Jewish community.

Sharansky: We can't divide Jewish people
(Ynet) “The proposed bill was supposed to have been discussed in detail with world Jewry,” Sharansky added.


Analysis: PM under pressure on conversion



(Jerusalem Post) But while Labor’s opposition was anticipated, Rotem was surprised to discover that none of the Likud MKs who sit on the Law Committee that he chairs had appeared for the meeting.

PM, FM clash over conversion bill



(Jerusalem Post) Lieberman went head-to-head with Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu on Wednesday, insisting that his party’s conversion bill be brought to the Knesset plenum for a vote before the legislature’s summer session ends next week.

Religious Pluralism in Israel

Giving Judaism new meaning
(Ynet) "Secularism today is at an all-time low," Eran said. "There is a great void and the only answer is to shake the dust off of Judaism, to unearth Katznelson, Rachel the Poetess and Brenner, and build secular yeshivas, and lots of them, all over Israel."

Police arrest Women of the Wall leader for praying with Torah scroll
(Haaretz) Anat Hoffman, the women's prayer group leader, was arrested and taken in for questioning after she was caught holding a Torah scroll in violation of a High Court ruling prohibiting women from reading the Torah at the Western Wall.

American Jewish leader: Israel is trying to delegitimize liberal Judaism



(Haaretz) “My understanding of the law is that it doesn’t mention anything about carrying a Sefer [scroll] Torah," said Rabbi Steve Wernick.

Diaspora-Israel Connection

Incoming bar mitzvah tourism
(Ynet) Anyone passing by the Western Wall courtyard on Mondays and Thursdays can't help but notice the bar mitzvah festivities held for children of the Diaspora.

Us and them
(Haaretz) More than anything else, Peter Beinart’s message to Israelis is that something has happened to Americans, and Israelis don’t seem to get it.

Taglit celebrates 10 years, a quarter million participants
(Jerusalem Post) They have already infiltrated the beaches of the Dead Sea, the bars of Jerusalem and the clubs of Tel Aviv, but on Wednesday evening thousands of Taglit-birthright trip participants converged on the Palmachim Air Force Base to celebrate the program’s 10 year anniversary.

Welfare and Social Issues

NII: Raising minimum wage will decrease poverty 9%
(Jerusalem Post) Raising the minimum wage NIS 750 could decrease the country’s poverty rate by some 9 percent and possibly allow up to 130,000 people to escape the poverty cycle, according to a report released by the National Insurance Institute’s Department of Planning and Research on Tuesday.

Falas Mura

Likud suppports continued Ethiopian aliya
(Jerusalem Post) The overwhelming majority of Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu’s Likud party supports the continued aliyah of the Falash Mura community from Ethiopia and a lesser majority believes that delays to their immigration over the past few years stem from discrimination and racism.

Arab-Israelis and Coexistence

Arab sector gets 1st industrial park
(Ynet) The minister went on to say that the project symbolizes the development of the periphery and the promotion of Jewish-Arab coexistence.

Global Anti-Semitism

Clinton vows to fight anti-Semitism
(Jerusalem Post) “President Obama and I are determined to curb anti-Semitism and to work to prevent the isolation of Israel internationally,” she declared at a reception held for the Jewish community to honor Hannah Rosenthal, the US special envoy to monitor and combat anti-Semitism.


Just for Fun
Hundreds attend Tel Aviv water fight
(Ynet) Armed with water guns, bags full of water, and a great mood, the masses gathered at the central square, and at 3:15 pm, the signal was given, and the participants began spraying at anyone and everyone in their way.

Missy Elliott can’t wait to visit Western Wall 

(Ynet) Elliott has been receiving messages from anti-Israel elements, who say they expect her "not to legitimize Israel's different activities" with her concert.

Editorials from the Hebrew Press

Yediot Ahronot discusses the outcome of the trial of MK Tzachi Hanegbi, who was exonerated of bribery and political appointments but convicted of perjury.  The author believes that MK Hanegbi, "wants to return to the Knesset," and adds that, "He is trying to minimize his conviction."  The paper says that, "There are 120 politicians in every Knesset.  Most of these parliamentarians go through political life without an open police file.  And indeed, while in our sad reality we have no greater expectations from those who we call 'our leaders', we are allowed to demand that at least they not be convicted liars."

 

Yisrael Hayom refers to the case of Haim Pearlman, who was arrested on suspicion of murdering three Arabs in 1998 and 1999, but who may have served as an ISA agent at some point.  The author says that, "If it indeed becomes clear that Pearlman is the murderer – and this requires proof – then the question will arise as to why such criminals are apprehended only after such a long time?  And what is especially sad is that the ISA finds it difficult to recruit effective agents in communities that serve as greenhouses for Jewish terrorism."

