


MAYA FEINER EXPERIENCED the 

devastating effect of Hezbollah’s 

missiles long before the Second

Lebanon War. An outstanding high

school student, Feiner was conscripted

into the army intelligence corps and

marked out to become an officer. But

then, in April 2002, she was hit in the l

eg by shrapnel from an anti-tank missile.

“Remarkably, despite my injury, I ran

hundreds of yards across the base looking

for help,” she recalls. “I collapsed outside

the dining hall and as a soldier was

dragging me inside I was hit in the jaw

by shrapnel from another missile.”

Feiner was hospitalized for four

months and underwent plastic surgery

on her jaw. Several surgical procedures

saved her leg, but she suffers from mus-

cular atrophy. Rehabilitation enabled her

to walk without a limp, though she is

often in pain.

Feiner, now 24 years old, fought a

winning battle against her crippling

physical and psychological injuries 

with financial assistance from the Jewish

Agency for Israel’s Fund for the Victims

of Terror. The fund was established in

2002 with the support of UJC/Federa-

tion, Keren Hayesod, foundations and 

individual donors worldwide. With the

sharp decrease in suicide bombings, the

fund temporarily closed.

Sadly, the Second Lebanon War

forced the fund to reopen. It provided

much needed emergency support to the

thousands of Israeli citizens who were

front-line victims of the missile attacks

on northern Israel. The fund played a

vital role in meeting the humanitarian

needs of these victims that were not

fully met due to various limitations, or

where other types of funding fell short. 

Feiner was told about the fund by an 

officer in the Ministry of Defense. “I 

foolishly insisted on returning to duty on

the Lebanese border after my injuries.

But I did not realize how badly hurt I

was psychologically,” she says, breaking

into tears as she tells her story. “When

there was a missile attack shortly after-

wards, I broke down.” 

“With the money I received from the

Fund for Victims of Terror, I was able to

buy an air-conditioner for my bedroom

because the heat and humidity were

troubling my wounded leg.”

Gradually, Feiner was able to 

overcome her depression and anxiety,

mainly through the use of psychother-

apy. She received a Jewish Agency 

scholarship grant to begin studying 

psychotherapy in a private college.

“The Second Lebanon War brought

the trauma back to me so vividly,”

Feiner recalls. “I thought if I stayed in

Feiner
the war zone I would be able to confront

my anxieties. So my mother and I spent

the first few weeks in the bomb shelter

near our home. Then a missile landed

nearby and I just went into shock. My

poor mother had to calm me down and

we went to stay with friends in Tel Aviv.”

Feiner is now working in a store in a

shopping mall to help make ends meet.

She is applying for a new Jewish Agency

scholarship for students at northern 

regional colleges, and hopes that this

will help her to continue learning.          

“The war highlighted my determina-

tion to overcome my trauma,” she says.

“By learning psychotherapy I hope to be

able to ease the pain in others.” 

Reprinted courtesy of The Jewish Agency for Israel
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1990 1991

UN repeals “Zionism is
racism” resolution

OPERATION SOLOMON  
In Operation Solomon, the Israeli Air Force
airlifts 14,500 Ethiopian Jews to Israel in
only 36 hours.

SOLIDARITY MISSIONS
UJA brings many solidarity missions to 
Israel to affirm their unity with the Israeli
people, who are being attacked daily by
Scud missiles from Iraq.

OPERATION FLYING CARPET
In Operation Flying Carpet the entire 
Jewish population of Albania, numbering
some 300 families, is brought to Israel by
the Jewish Agency.

OPERATION 
EXODUS  
Operation Exodus,
which will become
the largest 
emergency fund-
raising event in 
Jewish history, 
reaching $1 billion, 
is officially born. 
More than one 
million Soviet Jews
eventually reach 
freedom in the 
Jewish homeland.

1992

Yael Arad wins first
Olympic medal for Israel

THE SURVIVOR12
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HI, MY NAME IS Baruch Mulat. I’m 23

and made aliyah from Ethiopia. 

I’m a sixth-year medical student at 

the University of Tel Aviv. 

I was born in Ethiopia, in the capital

city of Addis Ababa, and made aliyah in

1991 with six members of my family. 

My father was a traffic officer in both

Ethiopia and Israel, and five years ago

he retired at age 55. 

My mother received two degrees in

mathematics in Ethiopia, was a teacher

for several years and now studies for a

third degree at the Weizmann Institute

in Rehovot. 

Since my mother is a mathematician,

she gave birth mathematically. We are

four children, each four years apart. 

We came to Israel in 1991 on Opera-

tion Solomon, which was conducted very

quickly. We knew that we are coming to

Israel only a few hours before we were

airborne. All of us came to Israel with

nothing but our clothes and a little bag

we had with us for school or work.

We arrived to an absorption center in

Tiberias, where we stayed for six months.

I was six, so I started elementary school

and soon learned Hebrew.

Then we moved to Rehovot and 

finally Ashdod. In the last three years, I

have been living in the university dormi-

tories in Tel Aviv.  My sister studies 

interior design, my brother finished his

first degree in mechanical engineering

and my little brother is in high school. 

When I’m asked why I chose to

study medicine, I say “because I don’t

trust doctors.” But seriously, I was 

always attracted to this field. In high

school, I chose to learn subjects such as

biology, chemistry and biotechnology.

After graduating from high school, I was

Mu
lat

accepted to study medicine. I know that

being a doctor means a lot of responsi-

bility, but I think that it is very important

to go home at the end of the day with a

sense of satisfaction. I’m in the sixth

year of the clinical stage—studying

mainly in hospitals. 

The Ethiopian community in Israel

finds itself in a different situation than

most other immigrant communities.

Many came from villages, and even

those of us who came from cities arrived

with nothing.

Unfortunately, many young Ethiopians

are caught up in a bad way, where the

lack of financial support creates low

self-esteem in their ability to study, to

succeed and to make their dreams a 

reality. This is a bad path that prevents

many Ethiopians from succeeding. 

Often, when a young boy faces an

important decision, he looks at his 

financial status and says, “I don’t have

enough money for studying, taking

exams, buying books, Internet” and so

on.  Unfortunately, this is a “disease”

that strikes many young Ethiopians, and

it’s our moral duty to make sure they do

not get lost. 

Fortunately, the “therapy” is quite

simple and requires mainly funding. This

is where the North American Jewish

community can help. Your contributions

say to us, “go ahead, we’re right behind

you.” 

Each time I meet with Ethiopian high

school students, I hear them say. “when I

see that other Ethiopians can succeed—I

believe I can make it too.” 

Thank you for helping me and other

thousands of young Ethiopians to get

on the right track. With your continued

support, others will follow.

1993

Haim Saban creates Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers

1994
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PARTNERSHIP 2000 
ESTABLISHED 
Founded by UJC, JAFI, Keren
Hayesod and UIA, Partnership
2000 successfully pairs some 550
Jewish communities from around
the world with 45 communities 
in Israel, building new bridges 
between the Diaspora and Israel

RABIN WINS 
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE   
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat share the
Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts
to create peace in the Middle East.

PRESIDENT’S MISSION   
More than 500 Participants on 
UJA President’s Mission, 
traveling to Amman, Jordan as 
ambassadors for peace, are 
received by King Hussein.

JDC RESCUES THOUSANDS   
JDC and the Sarajevo Jewish 
humanitarian organization 
rescue 2,300 people, including
1,000 members of the Jewish
community; the Jewish Agency
transports to Israel those wishing
to make aliyah. 

“My Sarona”
continued from p.42
Café will feature enlargements of 

Nachman Gutman’s art, and caricaturists

drawing pictures of the guests; the 

Theatrical Café will feature a song and

theater evening including a Yiddish 

shpiel; and the Hatzalmania/Photography

Café will feature historical photos and a

backdrop, in front of which visitors can

be photographed. The central Café 

Tel Aviv will have music and dancing

amid its café chairs, as well as a 

platform for speeches. 

Café Tel Aviv will pull together each

of the unique parts of Tel Aviv’s history

into one comprehensive, fun night out at

the park and will give guests the oppor-

tunity to relive some of the most exciting

moments in Tel Aviv’s colorful history. 

THE DOCTOR

Reprinted courtesy of The Jewish Agency for Israel
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Goldman
THE SAGE14

by TANYA CORMAN

FOR OVER 60 YEARS, Ralph Goldman has played a pivotal role in modern Jewish history.  A prime architect of

the Israel-Diaspora relationship, he is a living bridge between Israel and world Jewry. 

Goldman effortlessly interweaves the past, present and future. At 93, he recalls the past with great clarity, while moni-

toring incoming e-mails on his Blackberry.
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Between 1976 and 1988, he served as the executive vice

president of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

(JDC), where he spearheaded the American-Jewish commu-

nity’s worldwide humanitarian efforts. 

“Those were exciting times,” he recalls. “Then, as now, JDC

was careful to remain apolitical. At the same time, however, it

was quick to respond to political events, even to foresee them.”  

For example, when Ayatollah Khomeini came to power in

Iran in 1979, JDC swiftly pulled out of that country, while 

continuing to aid Iranian Jews who fled their homes. Goldman

also laid the groundwork for the rescue of the Jews of

Ethiopia, which culminated in Operation Moses in 1984. 

During the late 1970s, JDC actively supported Soviet-Jewish

émigrés who, at that time, were leaving the Soviet Union for

the West in large numbers. When the doors of emigration shut

in 1979, JDC provided vital aid to the Jews trapped behind the

Iron Curtain.  

“It was imperative to demonstrate to the refuseniks that the

Jewish people had not forgotten them,” Goldman recalls. In the

early 1980s, Goldman engineered JDC’s re-entry to Hungary,

Poland and Czechoslovakia—and later, to the countries of the

former Soviet Union.

His commitment to Jewish survival was forged after World

War II, when, as an American soldier in France, he volunteered

to help in the displaced persons camps in Marseilles. The expe-

rience moved him deeply.  

“I witnessed first-hand the desperation and utter helpless-

ness of refugees who had lost everything,” he recalls. “It 

convinced me of the critical responsibility we as Jews have to

help our brothers and of the vital importance of a Jewish state

where Jews can live in safety.”

In Marseilles, he was approached by members of the 

Haganah, who recruited the idealistic young American to their

ranks; he went on to play an important role in acquiring arms

for the future state. In 1948, after the birth of the State of 

Israel, Goldman worked in the United States for the Prime 

Minister’s Office, recruiting American experts to help build a

government infrastructure in Israel.  In 1951, Goldman was 

personally chosen by Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion to 

coordinate Ben-Gurion’s historic visit to the United States. 

Never an armchair Zionist, Goldman himself moved to 

Israel in 1953. In the sixties, he founded and directed the Israel

Education Fund, which has raised millions of dollars for kinder-

gartens, schools, libraries and community centers in Israel’s

poorest neighborhoods.

In 1968, he began his association with JDC, where he was

instrumental in introducing new concepts of social service 

provision to Israel, developing programs for the elderly, 

children at-risk, immigrants and individuals with special needs.  

JDC-Israel was officially established in 1976 under Goldman’s

stewardship. A particular priority for Goldman was the move of

JDC’s Israel offices from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. This was “a

move of great symbolic importance,” he says.  In 1976, Goldman

returned to the United States to direct JDC’s global operations.

His decades of experience give Goldman a singular 

perspective on the issues facing the Jewish world.  “In the last

century, the Jewish people needed a bunch of firebrands who

would forge the State of Israel, making possible the impossible,”

he says. “Today, when Jewish physical survival is by and large a

given, the challenge is to guarantee our spiritual and communal

survival, to ensure that the concept of Am Yisrael—a global

Jewish family—continues to hold strong.”  

Goldman is convinced that the time has come for a new

covenant between Israel and the worldwide Jewish community.

“Strengthening the ties between the Jewish State and the 

Diaspora, and between different Jewish communities, should

be at the very top of our agenda,” he says.

To achieve this aim, Goldman believes that change is 

essential. “Only half of the six million Jews in the United 

States are affiliated with the organized Jewish community in

any way. The loss to the Jewish people of all those uncon-

nected souls is huge.” 

One of Goldman’s dreams is to offer free Jewish education

for every Jewish child, the world over.     

Goldman believes passionately in the importance of Jewish

culture and in the value of cultural links between Israel and 

the Diaspora. He has been closely involved with the Israel 

Museum, the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, the Habimah 

Theater and the Batsheva dance troupe. He was one of the first

to assist young artists such as Itzhak Perlman and Pinchas

Zuckerman—men who, Goldman says, “have gone on to 

become superb ambassadors for the State of Israel.”

Today, Goldman is again living in Israel. He is a beloved,

highly respected presence in the Jerusalem offices of JDC,

where he shares his vast experience and mentors young 

professionals who are following in his path. In his honor, JDC

has established the annual Ralph I. Goldman Fellowship, which

enables the recipient to volunteer for one year of Jewish 

communal service. 

In May, in recognition of his monumental achievements on

behalf of the Jewish world, Goldman was one of 12 individuals

chosen to light a torch at Israel’s national Independence Day

ceremony marking the Jewish state’s 60th anniversary.  

And Goldman says he recently unearthed his bar mitzvah
speech—recited in Dorchester, Mass. in 1928—in which he

vowed to devote his life to the good of the Jewish people.

Eighty years later, there is no doubt he has fulfilled his pledge.  

SAVING 
SYRIAN JEWRY
Emigration of all 
but 300 of Syria’s 
Jews is completed 
and the JDC/JAFI 
operations that 
sustained and then
brought 3,656 Jews 
out of Syria since 
1992 are made public
for the first time.

1994

48

19961995

47
PRIME MINISTER
RABIN 
ASSASSINATED 
Israeli Prime Minster
Rabin is assassinated
by an Israeli opposed
to his peace 
initiatives. 

THIRTY-ONE CHECHEN
JEWS ARRIVE IN ISRAEL
These arrivals bring the 
number rescued to 330, 
concluding a Jewish Agency
rescue operation that began 
in 1994.

FIRST INTERNATIONAL
LION OF JUDAH 
CONFERENCE 
The inaugural year of this 
major conference takes place
in Jerusalem.
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A FEW MONTHS AGO, I received in the mail a very special picture that was

sent to me by relatives abroad. The picture was taken in Poland about 150 years 

ago. It shows three men. The one in the center has a beard and is wearing traditional 

Jewish attire; the other two are younger, are wearing suits and do not have beards.

One of them is holding a Hebrew newspaper, Hatsefira. This was one of the first news-

papers to be published in Hebrew. The three men are my great-great-grandfather and

his two sons.

This picture shows more than our family, it shows our family’s deep roots. It was

taken before the establishment of the State of Israel, before the Holocaust, before

the British Mandate, before the Zionist movement and before Theodore Herzl. When I

received it I thought, how wonderful it would be to tell this man, the great-great-grand-

father of my family, what an amazing history the Jewish people have had over the

past 150 years.

We are usually so caught up in our

daily lives and our current challenges

that we forget our incredible saga. 

This picture reminded me from where I

have come.

My parents, who are in their nineties,

still live in Jerusalem. Each came on their

own as Zionists in the 1930s, one from

Russia and the other from Poland. They

set up home in Jerusalem, where I was

born. Fifteen years after my parents 

arrived in Israel, they learned that most

of the family, which had remained in 

Russia and Poland, had perished in the

Holocaust, together with millions of other

Jews. My mother has never forgiven her-

self for leaving them behind.

My family history is nothing out of

the ordinary. It represents an entire 

generation of Jews who came to Israel,

fought to establish the Jewish State and

continue to build it and defend it to this

very day. My parents remember clearly

the UN partition plan vote and the decla-

ration of independence on May 15, 1948. 

My generation also had a mission—

our parents handed us the state and it

was up to us to turn it into a place in

which any Jew would want to live, a

place of which to be proud. And indeed,

we have many reasons to be proud of 

Israel. For example, over the past few

years, five Israeli scientists have been

awarded the Nobel Prize in various fields.

ISRAEL:
HEART,
BODY &
SOUL By Nachman Shai
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Israel is one of the world’s most 

developed countries, one of the 32 

countries in the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development.

Our annual gross national product is

$150 billion. Our annual per-capita 

income is $31,000. Last year’s inflation

rate was 0.1 percent, we have a 5 percent

annual growth rate, and our exports ex-

ceed our imports. Israel is not just eco-

nomically stable, it is flourishing. It has 

become a center for cutting-edge ideas.

China, India and many other countries

send representatives to Israel to learn

from our achievements. Since the 

establishment of the state, 250,000 

people have come to study the secret of

our success.

In the past 60 years, Israel has 

absorbed three million Jews. Every year,

another 20,000 arrive. We are the only

state in the world that has, by choice,

brought over immigrants from Africa—

including Darfur—and is helping them 

integrate into society.

Alongside the arrival of the olim—

and particularly the million that came

from the former Soviet Union over the

past 15 years—Israel has become a 

high-tech power. Hundreds of Israeli

companies are bought by foreign 

investors. Ten billion dollars worth of 

foreign investments come to Israel every

year. One company, ISCAR, was sold for

$4.5 billion and the new owner, 

billionaire businessman Warren Buffet,

said this was the best investment he has

ever made. 

All of this bears witness to the cre-

ativity, entrepreneurship and originality

of the Jewish mind.

It is in this booming, thriving Israel

that my children, Noa, Iddo and Dana,

were born. Like all young Israelis, they

served in the Israeli army and went to

university. My firstborn, Noa, a social

worker, has already started a family of

her own. She is married to Eran, whose

family originated in Iraq. Like my wife

Rivka and me, Eran’s parents were born

in Israel. Integration between East and

West, between Sephardim and 

Ashkenazim, is no longer just an ideal—

it is a reality reflected in most Israeli 

families today.

Israel’s social fabric is the most 

important foundation for the existence

of the state. We have a robust society,

but there are some basic concerns that

stem from those same economic

achievements I mentioned earlier. Israel’s 

financial accomplishments are the result

of changes in the structure of the 

economy, particularly of privatization. 

But just as this gave an immediate 

boost to the country’s revenue, so it led

to the development of social gaps and

even poverty. 

Twenty-five percent of Israeli citizens

live below the poverty line and 36 

percent of all Israeli children are in this

category. The poverty rate is particularly

high among the ultra Orthodox and the

Arab sectors. The elderly, including 

Holocaust survivors, are also severely

disadvantaged. 

This is something we cannot accept.

We must fight it with all our might, even

if it means cutting our financial gains.

Without a strong society and a stalwart

economy, we will not be able to maintain

our qualitative edge over our enemies,

which is the key to Israel’s survival in the

Middle East. 

In every decade we have fought at

least one all-out war, including the two

intifadas and countless acts of terror.

Over 1,000 people were killed in the 

second intifada and 160 fell last summer

in the Second Lebanon War. All in all,

24,000 people have sacrificed their 

lives to ensure the existence and 

independence of the State of Israel. 
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Tel Aviv parties during the
first annual Love Parade

TAGLIT-
BIRTHRIGHT 
ISRAEL LAUNCHED 
a program started by
philanthropists
Charles Bronfman and
Michael Steinhardt,
and now funded by a
partnership of the
government of Israel,
private philanthropists
and UJC/Federation,
offers young Jews the
opportunity to travel to
Israel for ten days for
free or low cost. 

PROJECT MASA
LAUNCHED 

Project MASA is founded to
encourage Jewish youth to

spend a semester or a year
in Israel and help them

build a life-long relationship
with Israel. Partnering in this
groundbreaking project are

the Government of Israel,
the Jewish Agency for 

Israel, UJC/Federations 
and Keren Hayesod
55

OPERATION PROMISE 
UJC and the Federations 
of North America undertake
Operation Promise, an 
ambitious effort to raise 
millions of dollars to bring
Ethiopian Jews to Israel, 
and to help mainstream the
Ethiopian-Israeli community
and help support Jews in
the FSU.
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We have, of course, won all our wars 

because, in the Middle East, you don’t

get a second chance.

When our youngest daughter, Dana,

was about to be drafted into the Israel

Defense Forces, she was hesitant. No

young person is particularly thrilled with

the military framework, but nonetheless,

she went, and she chose to serve in the

Israel Air Force. Together with her

friends in the Israel Air Force’s 101

Squadron, she went through the disen-

gagement, which was a painful trauma

for all of us. She later volunteered for an

officer’s course and served as an opera-

tions officer in the F-16 squadron. One

day she called home, very excited, and

said, “I found it!” There, among the

records of Israel’s first airborne combat

squadron, she found the name of her late

uncle, Yagiv, z”l, who had served in the

squadron 50 years ago. Shortly after-

wards, when the commander-in-chief of

the IAF presented Yagiv’s squadron with

the Golden Wings in honor of the 50th

anniversary of their service, Lt. Dana Shai

proudly went up on stage to receive the

wings in her uncle’s name.

In addition to the high human price

we have paid, Israel’s security also places

a heavy financial burden on the state. I

cannot think of any other country in the

world that invests such a high proportion

of its budget on protecting its borders.

This year alone, we allocated $12 billion

to defense, which, of course, limits the

government’s capacity to address 

pressing social issues, particularly in 

the field of education.

The State of Israel and the Jewish

people have a deep, inextricable bond.

Despite the geographical distance, 

Jewish communities in North America

and elsewhere in the world experience

every moment of Israel’s existence. And

we are also at their side, perhaps less 

intensely, but with a deep sense of 

admiration and appreciation. No other

ethnic community maintains such 

strong ties with its homeland as do the

Jewish people. There are only 12 million

Jews out of 7.2 billion people in the

world, but we have managed to maintain

our unique identity—and we make so

much noise.

My parents sometimes look upon 

the State of Israel with pride, and some-

times with concern. When the State was

established in 1948, David Ben-Gurion

declared that it should be “a light unto

the nations”, but to be honest, some-

times we act just like the “goyim.” There

are some trends in Israel that are very

disturbing: corruption, the replacement

of collectivism by individualism, the 

erosion of the basic values of the State.

All these phenomena exist—we must not

ignore them. On the contrary, we must

recognize them and make every 

effort to eradicate them.

It is into this Israel that our first

grandchild was born, just over a year

ago. Her name is Mika. Like every baby in

the world, she is sweet, happy and very

curious. I am also curious to know what

awaits Mika in the next 60 years. 

We are charged with a great obliga-

tion: to protect and maintain Israel as an

independent state, as a Jewish state and

as a democratic state. For these are the

three foundations that ensure that Israel

is not just like the “goyim” but is, indeed,

a light unto the nations.

UJC/the Federations of North Amer-

ica helped us fulfill that obligation in

years gone by. They are at our side now,

and I have no doubt that they will con-

tinue to stand beside Mika and the next

generation in the years to come.

ETHIOPIAN 
NATIONAL PROJECT
LAUNCHED 
The Ethiopian National
Project, a partnership
between UJC, JAFI, JDC,
the Government of Israel
and the Ethiopian-Israeli
community, is launched
to achieve the successful
absorption of Ethiopian
immigrants across 
Israeli society.

ISRAEL EMERGENCY
CAMPAIGN FOUNDED 
In response to relentless
terrorist attacks, UJC and
the Federations of North
America launch the Israel
Emergency Campaign
(IEC), raising hundreds 
of millions of dollars for
critical needs including
security, life-saving 
medical equipment, and
financial help and trauma
relief for terror victims.

SECOND IEC 
In response to the Second
Lebanon War, UJC and the

Federations of North 
America launch a second

IEC, providing trauma 
counseling, shelter 

upgrades, educational 
enrichment, and crucial 

economic support for 
affected Israelis.

IEC RESPONSE 
TO SDEROT 

In 2007, UJC 
increases IEC 

funding to bolster 
social services and

other aid. IEC efforts
are also transforming

the community 
capacity of northern

cities and towns 
impacted by the 

Second Lebanon War
to better respond 

to emergencies. 
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Community Endowment Excellence Awards

There’s another important area of 
achievement we want to honor and that is
outstanding work in the field of building
endowments. The 2007 Community 
Endowment Excellence Awards look at a
combination of current gifts to the 
endowment fund or foundation plus 
investment returns, as a percentage of 
the assets of the program at the beginning
of the year. The winning communities are
those who have grown their endowment 
assets the most in their respective city-size
categories in 2007.

This year the award goes to…..

• Jewish Community Federation of
San Francisco, the Peninsula, 
Marin & Sonoma Counties

• Jewish Community Foundation of
San Diego

• Jewish Federation of Pinellas/Pasco
Counties

• Jewish Foundation of Greensboro

UJC’s Annual Campaign is the engine that drives the work of the federation system.
Through the Annual Campaign, 155 federations and 400 network communities across
North America raise over $1 billion each year to address basic and ongoing needs in local
communities, in Israel and in 60 countries around the world.  

More than anything else we do, the Annual Campaign embodies the values and traditions
of the North American Jewish community and supports an infrastructure that allows us 
to touch Jewish lives everywhere, every day. The Annual Campaign addresses everything
from domestic abuse to hunger to Israel advocacy, eldercare, support for new immigrants
and more.

The impact of the Annual Campaign is unparalleled. Millions of lives are saved, cared for,
touched and rebuilt while Jewish traditions and values are preserved for future generations.
The prestigious Sapir Award for Campaign Excellence recognizes those communities that
have demonstrated significant achievement in their Annual Campaigns. The winning 
communities were evaluated on campaign achievement and their ability to meet or exceed
a minimum standard of overseas allocation, as determined by their city size average.

Congratulations to THIS YEAR’S winners of the Sapir Award for Campaign Excellence! 

• The Associated:  Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore

• Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago

• UJA-Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York

• Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

• Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

• Jacksonville Jewish Federation

• United Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York

• Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco Counties

• Jewish Community Federation of Greater Chattanooga

• Jewish Federation of Fort Worth and Tarrant County

• Greensboro Jewish Federation

• Jewish Federation of Central Alabama (UJC Network Community: Montgomery)

Communities receiving the Sapir Award with Distinction demonstrated Annual 
Campaign growth that exceeded their city size average, and in the area of overseas 
allocations, not only exceeded their city-size average, but also increased their overseas 
allocation percentage over the previous year.

These distinguished communities include:

• Minneapolis Jewish Federation

• Jacksonville Jewish Federation

• United Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York

• Jewish Community Federation of Greater Chattanooga   
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NATIONAL YOUNG
LEADERSHIP
AWARD WINNERS
The Young Leadership Award winners listed below represent a select group of talented men
and women who have demonstrated their dedication to the Jewish people through their
community involvement as well as individual achievement. Their commitment to the work
and mission of federation is exemplary, and we are delighted to recognize them and their
achievements at the 2008 UJC General Assembly.

Lisa Adelman
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SAN ANTONIO

Mike Levy Young Leadership Award

Dana Post Adler
UJA FEDERATION OF NORTHERN NJ
Russell Berrie Young Leadership Award

Stuart Ages
JEWISH FEDERATION OF OTTAWA

Freiman Family Young Leadership Award

Danita Aziza
JEWISH FEDERATION OF WINNIPEG-COMBINED JEWISH APPEAL

Harry Silverberg Young Leadership Award

Jason Bass
MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH FEDERATION

Tychman Family Young Leadership Award

Dr. Hugh Bassewitz
UNITED JEWISH COMMUNITIES/JEWISH FEDERATION OF LAS VEGAS

O'Callaghan Simon Leadership Award

Elizabeth Bendalin
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER DALLAS

Bess Nathan Young Leadership Award

Ron Bendalin
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER DALLAS

I. Zesmer Young Leadership Award

Adam Bergman
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

The Elaine K. Winik Award for Outstanding Leader-
ship

Shanna Berkovits
THE JEWISH FEDERATION VALLEY ALLIANCE

Young Leadership Award

Michelle Black
COMBINED JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF GREATER BOSTON

2008 Young Leadership Award

Karen Blue
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE

Lewis W. Cole Memorial Young Leadership Award

Todd Blue
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE

Lewis W. Cole Memorial Young Leadership Award

Jennifer Cassius
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA

Gary I. Sarver Young Woman of the Year Award

Larry Cohen
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER LOS ANGELES

Julius M. Ratner Leadership Award

Mojdeh Khaghan Danial
GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERATION

Stanley C. Myers Presidents’ Leadership Award

Mike Davis
UNITED JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF METROWEST NEW JERSEY

Julius & Bessie Cohn Young Leadership Award

Lori Drutz
TAMPA JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER AND FEDERATION

Charles Adler Young Leadership Award

Adam Ducker
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON

The Jerome J. Dick Young Leadership Award

Cobi Edelson
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ATLANTA

Gerald H. Cohen Community Development Award

Sarah Eder
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

Harry Lender Young Leadership Award

Wes Eder
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

Harry Lender Young Leadership Award

Daniel Erlbaum
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA

Jack Goldenberg Young Leadership Award

Tammy Federman
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER SEATTLE

Spitzer Young Leadership Award

H. Michael Feldman
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENIN-
SULA, MARIN & SONOMA

Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel Award for Young Leadership

Dori Fenenbock
JEWISH FEDERATION OF EL PASO

Bernard & Florence Schoichet Young
Leadership Award

Stacy Fialkow
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ATLANTA

Abe Schwartz Young Leadership Award

Anna Fisch
UNITED JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF METROWEST NEW JERSEY

Julius & Bessie Cohn Young Leadership Award

Brandi Fisher
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

Dan Fingersh Young Leadership Award

Stephen Fiske
GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERATION

Stanley C. Myers Presidents’ Leadership Award

Dr. Rebecca Galante
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER INDIANAPOLIS

Dr. Emanuel Marcus Memorial Young Leadership
Award

Jonathan Gilbert
JEWISH FEDERATION OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Robert S. & Ceil N. Levy Young Leadership Award

Todd Gindy
THE JEWISH FEDERATION VALLEY ALLIANCE

Young Leadership Award

Diana Ginor
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF GREATER AUSTIN

JCAA Hymie and Louise Samuelson 2008 Young
Leadership Award

William Glazer
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA

Myer and Rosalie Feinstein Young Leadership Award

Rachel Glazer
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF GREATER ROCHESTER

Raye K. Aiole Young Leadership Award

Shai Goldman
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SILICON VALLEY

Larry Berman Young Leadership Award

Jonathan Green
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA

Gary I. Sarver Young Man of the Year Award

Robyn Greenberg
JEWISH FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY

Shellie Greenspun Young Leadership Award
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Jennifer Gross
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

Martha Selig Award

Marc Haas
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF GREATER ROCHESTER

Benjamin Goldstein Young Leadership Award

Susan Handler
JEWISH FEDERATION OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Robert S. & Ceil N. Levy Young Leadership Award

Steven Hyman
JEWISH FEDERATION OF WINNIPEG-COMBINED JEWISH APPEAL

Max Nathanson Young Leadership Award

Jon Israel
JACKSONVILLE JEWISH FEDERATION

Ilene Sari Selevan Young Leadership Award

Jenny Kaiser
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Young Leadership Award

Jay Kaminsky
JEWISH FEDERATION OF PINELLAS AND PASCO COUNTIES

Ludin Young Leadership Award

Michael Kaplan
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER PHOENIX

Sy Clark Young Leadership Award

Neal Karasic
COMBINED JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF GREATER BOSTON

2008 Young Leadership Award

Andy Kark
ALLIED JEWISH FEDERATION OF COLORADO

Ruth & Warren Toltz Young Leadership Award

Ann Kimball
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER NEW ORLEANS

Herbert J.& Margot Garon Young Leadership Award

Jodi Krinker
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ORLANDO

Byron B. Selber Young Leadership Award

Stefanie Kushner
MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Miriam Singer Sulman Young Leadership Award

Adam Landa
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF NASHVILLE

Young Leadership Award

Valerie Landa
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF NASHVILLE

Young Leadership Award

Jennifer Levine
JEWISH UNITED FUND/JEWISH FEDERATION OF METROPOLITAN

CHICAGO

Beatrice P. & Abram D. Davis, Emily & Joseph L.
Gidwitz and Beatrice & Morris Glasser Young
Leadership Award

Robin Levine
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

Dan Fingersh Young Leadership Award

Debbie Levison
UJA/FEDERATION OF EASTERN FAIRFIELD COUNTY

The A.O. Samuels Young Leadership Award

Irene Lofland
ALLIED JEWISH FEDERATION OF COLORADO

Charlotte B. Tucker Young Leadership Award

Alyson Meister
THE ASSOCIATED: JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF BALTIMORE

The Harry Greenstein Young Leadership Award

Kara Lauren Mintzberg
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER VANCOUVER

JFGV Young Leadership Award

Stephen Monto
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF CLEVELAND

Ambassador Milton A. & Roslyn Z. Wolf Young
Campaigner of the Year Award

Lynn Morgan
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON

The Jerome J. Dick Young Leadership Award

Joshua Oppenheimer
UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTHEASTERN NEW YORK

Samuel Booth Young Leadership Award

Larry Plant
THE ASSOCIATED: JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF BALTIMORE

The Harry Greenstein Young Leadership Award

Jennifer Plotkin
JACKSONVILLE JEWISH FEDERATION

Ilene Sari Selevan Young Leadership Award

Gene Rachmansky
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

The Morris L. Levinson & William Rosenwald Award
for Excellence in Leadership

Nechama Rapoport
JEWISH FEDERATION OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY

Young Leadership Award

Chana Rivkin
TAMPA JCC/FEDERATION

Hope Cohen Barnett Young Leadership Award

Julie Sadoff
MILWUAKEE JEWISH FEDERATION

Ann Agulnick Young Leadership Award

Richard Samet
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF RICHMOND

William B. Thalhimer, Sr. 2008 Young
Leadership Award

Linda Schuster
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE

Joseph J. Kaplan Young Leadership Award

Stacey Schwartz
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER PHOENIX

Lee Amada Young Leadership Award

Michael Shenk
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ATLANTA

Abe Schwartz Young Leadership Award

Bradley Sherman
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF CLEVELAND

Bennett & Donna Yanowitz Leadership Award

Daniel Shlufman
UJA FEDERATION OF NORTHERN NJ
Russell Berrie Young Leadership Award

Todd Siegel
JEWISH FEDERATION OF PINELLAS AND PASCO COUNTIES

Ludin Young Leadership Award

Clare Sisisky
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF RICHMOND

Sam E. and Virginia V. Binswanger 2008 Young
Leadership Award

Alina Gerlovin Spaulding
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Young Leadership Award

Dr. Christopher Spaulding
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Young Leadership Award

Jen Strasser
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Young Leadership Award

Aaron Strasser
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Young Leadership Award

Mark Sudikoff
UJA/FEDERATION OF EASTERN FAIRFIELD COUNTY

The A.O. Samuels Young Leadership Award

Amy Toltz-Miller
ALLIED JEWISH FEDERATION OF COLORADO

2008 Volunteer of the Year Award

David Valger
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

The Ludwig Jesselson Award for Commitment to
Community

Fred Whittaker
JEWISH COMMUNITY FEDERATION OF LOUISVILLE

Julie E. Linker Community Relations Young
Leadership Award

Debbie Winick
JEWISH UNITED FUND/JEWISH FEDERATION OF METROPOLITAN

CHICAGO

Beatrice P. & Abram D. Davis, Emily & Joseph L.
Gidwitz and Beatrice & Morris Glasser Young
Leadership Award

Miriam Zager
JEWISH FEDERATION OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY

George Feldman Young Leadership Award

Jennifer Zairi
JEWISH FEDERATION OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY

2008 Young Leadership Award



THE HONEY’S ROUNDUP OF WHERE TO GO, SHOP AND EAT IN TEL AVIV & JERUSALEM

Tel Aviv
SH O P P I N G

A RIGHTEOUS WRAP
We all know that knitting is the new hip home
craft, but Fern Penn, the owner of Rosebud, a
SoHo, New York-based concept shop featuring the
latest in Israeli designs, has made her penchant
for purling into a full-blown project. After making
a scarf out of Lion Brand Yarn’s ‘Fancy Fur’ skeins
of confetti-like yarn for some Israeli friends, 
people began asking where they could buy said
scarf. Penn was more than agreeable, but on one
condition: All proceeds from the sales go to 
cancer care at Tel Aviv’s Tel Hashomer Hospital.
The scarf project is now called 120, “for the hope
that we all live to reach the biblical age of 120,”
says Penn. Lion Brand has donated all the yarns
necessary to make additional scarves. Kudos to
the knitters.
120, available at Vered Laor, 234 Ben Yehuda, Tel Aviv,
972-3-602-2416, NIS 120. Also available at Rosebud,
131 Thompson Street, New York, 646-602-1565, $30.

IT’S MY BAG
It’s time for a new bag, something light and easy,
shoulder art doubling as a practical sac. Luckily,
designer Gal Feldman has created some particu-
larly fetching items. Employing her unique 
techniques of pleating, creasing and wrinkling
fine Italian leathers, she has fashioned the Brown
Bag, a light-as-a-feather leather tote in soft
metallics, with the all-important inner pockets for
phone, PDA and other essentials. For guys, the
messenger bag version of the brown bag, with
room for a laptop. If you’re more in need of an
evening piece, consider the Koyuki cloche cylin-
der, a Japanese-inspired, pleated drawstring bag,
inspired by a magnified portion of a snowflake. Go
on, treat yourself. 
Gal Handbags, 21 Bilu Street, Tel Aviv, 
03-685-0133; 054-425-0444. 

OH, ESTHER
Unless you’re the Esther Williams of the local
pool, buying a bathing suit can be a harrowing 
experience. But swimsuit designer extraordinaire
Gideon Oberson, who switched to bathing suits
from clothing back in the 1960s when he realized
how much fabric costs, looks to emphasize the
“soft, feminine side as well as the aggressive, 
assertive side.” Seek out Oberson’s efforts for
both Gottex and his own line in Tel Aviv’s very own
bathing suit district, where the Gottex factory
store is abutted by several outlet stores, including
Oberson and Pilpel. One-pieces and tankinis in
halter-top style are de rigeur this season, with
Oberson offering the most interesting fabrics, and
Gottex, a bountiful bevy for body types of all kinds,
from show-all teens to more modest matrons.
Gottex, 62 Anilevich Street, Tel Aviv, 03-537-3879;
Oberson, 8 Nirim Street, Tel Aviv, 03-639-6151; 
Pilpel, 3 Nirim Street, Tel Aviv, 03-537-5784. Just off
the LaGuardia exit on the Ayalon Highway, next to
the Yad Eliyahu stadium.

KINDER CUTS
Tel Aviv weather calls for cool linens and loose
cotton shapes, and that’s what’s offered by 
minimalist Kedem Sasson. Now designing for
men and women, with his first menswear store in
Tel Aviv, Kedem (Sasson is actually his first name)
goes for layers, audacious shapes and huge 
pockets – useful for storing a baby kangaroo, let
alone one’s phone, PDA and iPod. From a sheer,
gossamer wrap dress in white or black that can
be worn over leggings and a tank, to linen
trousers for men and women in a range of cuts
from full and loose to voluminous, Sasson cuts for
all sizes, leaving it to each person to choose how
to reveal their shape. As Sasson says, “...my
clothes stop and let the body do the talking...”  
Kedem Sasson, 213 Dizengoff Street, Tel Aviv 
(men’s store next door), 03-523-2981; 
21 King George Street, Jerusalem, 02-625-2602; 
9 Moriya Avenue, Haifa, 04-836-1956.

AUTUMN STYLE
After months of wearing the same hot-weather
standards, it’s time to branch into some fall-inspired
pieces. Kiki Lotem is a favorite local designer
(originally from Sweden) who understands the 
female body and how to create clothing that flatters
all shapes and sizes. She uses fabulous textured,
patterned fabrics in an array of hues — with that
all important stretch factor – to create a line of
tops and bottoms that work well in all Israeli 
seasons. Try her signature kimono skirts and
dresses, which offer a punch of color and detail,
and can also be worn with just a simple T-shirt for
a look that nobody else is wearing.  
Kiki Lotem, 38a Melchett Street Tel Aviv, 054-802-9294,
by appointment only. Also available at Kushtan, Beit
Lechem Road, Baka, Jerusalem. Kiki also does custom
design work for weddings and special events.

DINING

SABRA SUDS
Dancing Camel’s carefully brewed beers are 
tapping the palates of discerning beer drinkers in
Israel who seek a bigger thrill than a cold bottle of
Goldstar. The Camel has been pleasing expat
Americans and Brits looking for a bit of bitter in
their brew, along with Middle Eastern hints of date
honey, grapefruit or coriander in their varied ales
and stouts. Worried about that old local tendency
to disdain pale ales and hefty lagers? Don’t 
despair, any Israeli can be won over with these 
excellent brews. Gather a group of your best bud-
dies and pal up for a private beer tasting at the
brewery in South Tel Aviv, or try out the Camel at
your local pub. 
Dancing Camel Brewing Company, 12 Hataasiya, 
Tel Aviv, 03-624-2783.

BEAUTY

KEEP IT CLEAN
For all the men out there who resist caring for
their skin – Godar offers a set of pampering 
solutions. This men’s-only concept store offers
one-hour facials that include deep cleaning (that
means taking care of said blackheads), peeling,
masks and scalp, neck and shoulder massage.
Moreover, Godar aims to create a dialogue with
each customer, one that doesn’t end with a 
purchase or treatment. For instance, their man-tip
for the upcoming winter: Use some moisturizer –
gasp! – for that cold-weather dry skin. Godar’s
male skin experts comment that men usually
don’t feel the need for moisturizer because their
skin is oilier, (is that possible?) but it’s an important
addition to the winter regimen. Buy one of Godar’s
premium lines of men’s skin care products —
choose from Peter Thomas Roth, Guinot and Murad
— or just make sure your moisturizer includes 
ginseng, vitamin A or E or aloe vera, all ingredients
that offer moisture and soothe nicks and cuts from
shaving. Clean skin; it’s not just for chicks anymore.
Godar, 30 Montefiore Street, Tel Aviv, 03-560-3689. 
Facials cost NIS 280, and are available Sunday
through Friday.
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SHOPPING

THUMBELINA
Ballet flats are in, and that makes The Honey
happy. Avail yourself of the Caveman, custom-
made lace-ups by Eilat designer Billie Ben Asher.
Ben Asher’s buttery soft leathers are crafted by
hand for ultimate comfort in a plethora of colors.
Treat yourself and pick up an extra pair for any
baby you know, as these shoes protect the foot but
“allow feet to develop as if barefoot.” Trust us,
these shoes are definitely made for walking. 
Caveman, bilbi43@gmail.com, 
054-584-1282, NIS 69 – NIS 169.

LIGHT AS A FEATHER
Boys of all ages, check out the T-shirt guy in
downtown Jerusalem. He offers a treasure trove
of great tees with smarmy pics, racy captions and
fun slogans. We love the silkscreened-styled
mugs featuring Golda, the ‘Old Man,’ and Dayan.
Great gift buying for the younguns as long as you
don’t embarrass easily.
Ha’hu im Ha’chultzot, 3 Ben Sira, Jerusalem, 
077-783-3499.

DINING

HERBAL FORAGING
Food that’s been seeded and sown, foraged and
found is the specialty of Moshe Basson, executive
chef and creative force behind the recently 
reopened Eucalyptus in downtown Jerusalem.
Allow yourself to be feted at his restaurant over
perennial favorites such as stuffed figs and
magluba — a casserole of rice, chicken and 
vegetables, or head out for a food journey, spade
in hand. According to Basson, the best time of
year for “hunting and gathering” is the winter and
spring in and around the hills of Jerusalem, 
including “the wind hill” near Yad Shmona. Try a
cooking workshop in the summer, with the 
emphasis on local ingredients such as khubeza
(mallow leaves), purslaine and geresh ha’carmel
(young spring wheat) that is cooked into soups
and eaten plain. Better yet, he may just take you
across the street to show you how you can forage
for yourself in the land of biblical cuisine. The
Honey now knows where there are caper berries
growing locally, now we just need to learn how to
pickle them... Moshe? 
Chef Moshe Basson, Biblical Israeli cuisine. Work-
shops, tours and meals in the Jerusalem hills,
050-6530530. 
Eucalyptus, 7 Horkanus Street, Jerusalem, 
02-623-2864.

Jerusalem
CULTURE

THEATER OF DREAMS
Equivalent to the Cinematheque in Tel Aviv, The
Lab in Jerusalem features new and underground
artists displaying their artwork through shows
and concerts. Shows change regularly and there
is always something exciting and innovative taking
place. Past shows include The Spoon — an evening
with Amutat Knafayim, a group of adult actors with
special needs who work in a spoon factory.
The Lab, 28 Hebron Road, 02-629-2001; 
Free entrance with advance reservation.

BEAUTY

SCREEN SAVER
Your epidermis is showing and the sun, especially
in the land of The Honey, is particularly unforgiv-
ing. Local makeup artist and skincare profes-
sional Tally Peled recommends drinking lots of
water, “as many as 15 glasses daily,” and making
sure to use an SPF 15 to 30 sunblock every day;
that’s for guys as well. She uses the Israeli made
skincare products by Anna Lotan, in particular the
aloe vera mask, created to resist the effects of Is-
raeli heat and humidity. We also like Moraz prod-
ucts, especially their SKIN body lotion, a natural
Polygonum based cream for the skin with UV fil-
ters. It’s all about protection, folks.
Tally Peled; 42 Emek Refaim, 
02-563-3398, tallypeled@bezeqint.net.
Skincare, cosmetics, waxing and nail care.

Reprinted courtesy of The Honey

The Honey is a free, subscription-driven, English
language e-newsletter distributed weekly to a
community of consumers who want to know
what’s new and fresh in Israel.

WWW.THEHONEY.CO.IL
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THE JERUSALEM POST – THE WORLD’S MOST IMPORTANT WINDOW ON ISRAEL
The Jerusalem Post is Israel’s top-selling English-language newspaper and
www.jpost.com is the most popular Jewish newspaper web site in the world. That
combination makes The Jerusalem Post the most important global window on current
affairs in Israel.

The Jerusalem Post maintains a fully independent editorial stance. Tied to no politi-
cal party, it strives to provide accurate news coverage, to offer a range of opinion
pieces from across the spectrum, and to take editorial positions that we believe best
serve the well-being of Israel and the Jewish people.

Recognition of its centrality and resonance in recent months has seen President
George W. Bush, Democratic Presidential candidate Barack Obama and Republican
candidate John McCain all grant interviews to The Jerusalem Post. In the case of
Obama, this was one of only two interviews he gave with the Israeli media during a
brief visit. In the case of McCain, it was the only interview during his Israel visit.

The Jerusalem Post reporters and commentators are also increasingly called upon to
provide expert analysis on breaking news for foreign TV and radio networks, and to
give briefings on current affairs to visiting groups of international legislators and other
leaders.

Uniquely, our staff is largely comprised of journalists who have come from overseas to
build their lives in the revived Jewish state. Our stake in its fate could not be more
personal. At the same time, our commitment to tell its story with wisdom and nuance
and fair-mindedness could not be more complete.

ALEXANDER MUSS HIGH SCHOOL IN ISRAEL
With 36 years experience and 20,000 alumni, the Alexander Muss Institute for Israel
Education, home of the renowned Alexander Muss High School in Israel, provides
meaningful, intensive and transformative Israel educational experiences for 8th
grade, sophomore, junior and senior high school students from throughout North
America and abroad. AMHSI offers high school and university/college credits and also
provides top-quality custom-designed educational journeys in Israel and Eastern Eu-
rope for Jewish day schools and communities. Non-denominational and pluralistic,
AMHSI programs run throughout the year and range in length according to the spe-
cific educational needs and goals of each partner. Students who participate in AMHSI
programs develop deep and long-lasting connections to their Jewish history, Jewish
life, the Jewish people, and Israel, while strengthening their Jewish identity through
education, experience and understanding.

AYELET TOURS
Founded in 1986, Ayelet Tours offers personalized tours and specially coordinated
missions to Israel.  We also offer world Jewish heritage tours to Eastern Europe, The
former Soviet Union, the Baltics, the Balkans, Germany, England, China, Italy, Spain,
South America, and other destinations.

Founded in 1991, I.G.T. International Group Travel Ltd. specializes in providing land
services for missions, groups, conferences and individuals visiting Israel.  Being 
Israel’s largest wholesale tour operator, I.G.T. offers its clients the best possible nego-
tiated rates.

Both Ayelet Tours and IGT are committed to investing our time and resources to pro-
vide a high level of quality service that will satisfy our clients. Our committed staffs,
aided by state-of-the-art technology, are the key factors for our success. We believe
that clients with confidence in the quality of our services today are the cornerstone of
our growth for tomorrow.

We look forward to sharing our expertise with you!

BEZALEL ACADEMY OF ARTS AND DESIGN JERUSALEM
Uniting the Heart of Jerusalem with the Spirit of Creativity

The Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Israel’s oldest institute of higher education,
was established over 100 years ago by Prof. Boris Schatz and is currently Israel’s
leading academy of art, design and architecture. Bezalel’s dynamic and interdiscipli-
nary approach to curriculum includes 8 departments for undergraduate degrees and 3
programs for masters’ degrees with over 1,900 students and 400 faculty members
studying in the fields of architecture, industrial design, fine arts, visual communica-
tions, ceramics & glass design, photography, fashion & jewelry design and screen-
based arts. 

Bezalel and its many generations of graduates are at the forefront of the local and
global artistic scene and are instrumental in shaping and enriching the country’s cul-
tural identity, as well as contributing greatly to the national achievements in the hi-
tech industry.

A decision was recently made with the support of the Government of Israel and City of
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Jerusalem to move Bezalel from its present lo-
cation on Mount Scopus to the very heart of
Jerusalem in the downtown area of the Russ-
ian Compound.

We invite you to visit our booth at the GA,
learn more about the Bezalel Academy and
see how our new campus will revitalize the
center of Jerusalem.

For more information contact:
David Bernstein- david@bezalel.ac.il
Liv Sperber- liv@bezalel.ac.il
Or visit our website- www.bezalel.ac.il

AN ALTERNATIVE THAT WORKS
Alternativa LaOleh (ALO), formerly Alternativa
Laboral, is a non-profit organization that vol-
untarily provides new immigrants in Israel
with employment solutions. All of our services
are extended gratuitously to both employees
and employers throughout the country. 
ALO’s activities are made possible thanks to
our highly dedicated cadre of volunteers who
diligently work to locate potential employees
and available employment opportunities, set
up job interviews, facilitate the placement
process, and perform continuous followup on
candidates’ progress.

ALO operates an interactive website updated
on a daily basis listing hundreds of jobs on
demand. Each month, we are approached by
over 500 new immigrants and succeed in
scheduling approximately 150 interviews for
their benefit. Since ALO’s establishment in
2003 and thanks to our ongoing efforts, more
than 1,600 new immigrants have joined the
work-force in Israel and are able to stand on
their own and integrate in society.
More info: www.alo.org.il

EDUCATION AND SOCIAL PROJECT
Hapoel ‘Keter’ is Tel Aviv’s premier league
soccer team is the biggest non-profit program
in the world using sports to advance disadvan-
taged and at-risk children.

The Education and Social Project gives
16,000 children throughout Israel the oppor-
tunity to realize their full potential, providing
tutoring and educational enrichment linked to
soccer. We give children a sense of belonging,
teaching them that they can be winners them-
selves. We transform children’s lives.

The project includes hundreds of tutors,
counselors, coaches, and volunteers and 
involves veteran and new immigrant children,
children in sheltered boarding schools, and
children with special needs. We bring Jewish
and Arab-Israeli children together; new pilots
create mixed teams of Palestinian and Israeli
children. We offer programs for communities
in the North and bordering Gaza.

Principals, teachers, parents, and community
leaders report that the program makes a real
difference in individual lives, schools and
communities, and dramatically impacts atti-
tude, behavior, and educational achievement.

Far beyond what has been accomplished, we
have the potential to expand the program and
deepen its educational and social impact, to
develop and to heal.

www.mifalot.co.il/mifalot/language/english   

tel: +972-3-518-8491   
fax: +972-3-518-8490

LOCATION AND RESTITUTION OF 
HOLOCAUST VICTIMS ASSETS
Righting a Historical Wrong

In 2006, the State of Israel instituted the
Holocaust Victims Assets Law, which led to
the formation of the company for Location
and Restitution of Holocaust Victims Assets in
2007. The Company locates assets in Israel
belonging to Holocaust victims, and returns
them to their legal heirs, thereby righting a
60-year historical wrong.

The Company is also active in assisting needy
Holocaust survivors in Israel. In 2008, the
company transferred $27.7 million in per-
sonal grants to Holocaust survivors and in
support for various aid projects.

If you believe you are entitled to assets in Is-
rael of Holocaust victims, please contact the
company for Location and Restitution of Holo-
caust Victims Assets.

Visit the company’s website:
www.hashava.org.il [English and Hebrew]
Public Information Call Center:
+972.3.5164117 
[English, Hebrew and Russian]

According to the law, the Company only deals
with assets located in Israel.

MINI ISRAEL - SEE IT ALL ... SMALL !
A must for every tourist that comes to Israel

Mini Israel is the “Showcase of Israel.” Exhib-
ited in it are hundreds of amazingly exact
models, at a scale of 1:25, of the most impor-
tant architectural, historic, archeological, reli-
gious and social sites as well as buildings of
importance to all religions and cultures inhab-
iting the country. The 25,000 miniature “Is-
raeli” residents in the models are all 7cm in
height.

Since its opening in 2002, Mini Israel has
turned into one of the most popular tourist at-
tractions, primarily due to its ideal location
(halfway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, just
15  minutes from the airport), and also be-
cause tourists of all ages, denominations and
communities find their most beloved and
cherished sites and buildings presented “at
eye level.”

Exhibits are periodically updated and 
renewed, therefore each visit ensures discov-
ering new corners, sites, scenes and attrac-
tions that were not there before.

Mini Israel, the Israeli city of miniatures, is
located in the Latrun region, near the Ar-
mored Corps Memorial and the Trappist
Monastery.

The exhibit extends over an area of about
35,000 square meters (7.5 Acres) 
and offers its guests, a Visitors’ Center with a
food court, a souvenir shop, a miniature tree
(bonsai) nursery and a meeting hall where a
movie on the creation of the site is screened. 

ZIONISM 2000- FOR 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Established in 1995, Zionism 2000 is a civic
movement founded by Israeli businessman
Ronny Douek. Zionism 2000’s primary goal is
to promote social involvement and “active cit-
izenship” by building effective partnerships
between the public, business and non-profit
sector, via the implementation of three main
models:  

City in Transition: A holistic model for the de-
velopment and empowerment of community
services in three main fields: youth activity,
volunteerism and accessibility to education
and employment. 

Business for the community: Assisting approx-
imately 150 leading businesses throughout
Israel in developing an agenda of long term
community involvement, and in initiating vari-
ous community projects. 

Business entrepreneurship for youth at risk: 
A unique program developed in cooperation
with Ashalim and the National Insurance In-
stitute Fund for Children and Youth at Risk,
assisting youth at risk through business entre-
preneurship. Currently there are 35 business
initiatives run by at-risk youth including: bill-
boards, cafes, candle factory, gardening, jew-
elry, bakery and more.  

CAPAIM WINE CELLARS
Capaim Wine Cellars specializes in the design
and construction of professional wine cellars
and storage rooms for private homes and lux-
ury apartments. 

The specifications include many require-
ments, such as accurate control of tempera-
ture and humidity that are required for
prolonged wine storage, in a similar fashion to
natural wine cellars.

In addition, the company offers professional
solutions for the storage, display, and refriger-
ation of wine in restaurants, wine boutiques,
private residence, and more.

Only the best materials and metal-working
techniques are utilized, in order to insure that
our customers receive products of the highest-
quality.

Every project is planned and designed in ac-
cordance with the location’s architectural
specs and the customer’s wishes and needs.

  THE WEXNER FOUNDATION
The Wexner Foundation strives to be a source
of enduring benefit to the Jewish people and
to the community at large, with a special
focus upon strengthening Jewish leadership in
North America and Israel.  

Guided by the vision of Leslie and Abigail
Wexner, three large-scale leadership initiatives
constitute the centerpiece of the Foundation’s
work: 

•  The Wexner Graduate Fellowship/Davidson
Scholars Program offers support and men-
toring for those preparing for careers in the
cantorate, Jewish communal leadership,
Jewish education, Jewish studies, and the
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rabbinate within the North American Jew-
ish community

•  The Wexner Heritage Program addresses
the advanced Jewish learning and leader-
ship development of exceptional volunteer
leaders within the North American Jewish
community

•  The Wexner Israel Fellowship Program, a
yearlong MPA program at Harvard Univer-
sity for Israel’s leading mid-career public
officials. 

TABLE TO TABLE
Table to Table addresses the paradox of 
poverty and large-scale food waste in Israel.
Each week, the organization’s staff and 
volunteers collect thousands of meals and tens
of tons of produce and dairy items that would
otherwise be discarded and redistribute this
food to 120 non profit organizations. 

Table to Table initiated the largest “sandwiches
for needy children” project in Israel and the
only agricultural gleaning project in the coun-
try. The organization makes best use of existing
resources, raises awareness about food waste
and encourages joint communal responsibility
in addressing a growing societal ill.

NEXTBOOK
Created as a locus for Jewish literature, cul-
ture and ideas, Nextbook has been praised by
The New York Times for reviving the vigorous
spirit of debate “of an earlier age, when Jew-
ish intelligentsia argued the world in coffee-
houses or in living rooms.” In the spirit of
inquiry, Nextbook has promoted the discovery
and discussion of Jewish culture nationwide
through its public programs, web magazine
and Jewish Encounters book series. 

In connecting the past and the present, reli-
gious and secular sensibility, literary imagina-
tion and religious expression, Nextbook
continues to promote the understanding of
Jewish heritage in all its facets, opening a
gateway to Jewish culture and ideas for Jews
and non-Jews alike. 

THE PJ LIBRARY
The PJ Library, a highly acclaimed 
national outreach program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, gifts high-quality 
Jewish children’s books and one CD to Jewish
families with children six months to eight
years of age. 

The PJ Library partners with local philanthro-
pists and organizations to bring this program
to young families in their community. There
are currently 120+ national communities par-
ticipating in the program across the U.S., and
it will be expanding to Canada shortly. The PJ
Library serves as a gateway for deeper Jewish
involvement within families and the greater
Jewish community.

AMIT
Since 1925, AMIT has nurtured and educated
Israeli children to become productive, 
contributing members of society.  Its more
than 70 schools, youth villages, surrogate
family residences, and other programs are 
located in 22 cities and communities
throughout Israel, and provide a continuity of

values-based, academic excellence from
kindergarten through junior college.  

A majority of AMIT’s more than 20,000 
children come from economically disadvan-
taged and/or troubled families, homes facing
hunger and poverty, or scarred by violence
and domestic turmoil. Yet AMIT students 
also reflect all Israel: religious and secular, 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi, Sabra and new 
immigrant.  

All students are welcome in AMIT’s educa-
tional environment, and tolerance, respect
and the unity of the Jewish people are basic
tenets of AMIT’s philosophy.  We are proud
that more than 95 per cent of our graduates
serve in the Israel Defense Forces or perform
National Service.

SHALVA
The Association for Mentally & Physically
Challenged Children in Israel Shalva serves
hundreds of special needs infants, children,
young adults and their families with round-
the-clock therapies and programs seven days
a week.  Emphasizing social interaction, the
special needs child better integrates into the
community.

Shalva was founded in 1990 by Kalman and
Malki Samuels, whose experience of raising a
special needs child led to its creation. They
endeavored to create an environment for these
children to thrive and grow while their fami-
lies enjoy a more normal lifestyle.

Shalva means “peace of mind” in Hebrew,
and the organization is built upon a founda-
tion of love, hope, faith and respect for all
human beings.

THE DAVID PROJECT CENTER 
FOR JEWISH LEADERSHIP
The David Project Center for Jewish Leader-
ship is a non-profit educational organization
that promotes a fact-based understanding of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. We seek to build a
growing cadre of educated, skilled and confi-
dent supporters and advocates to stem the
animus against Israel and her supporters that
is growing on campuses, in high schools,
churches, the media, and the general 
community.  

We work to bolster the Jewish community’s re-
sponse to the ideological assault on Israel
with educational programs, advocacy training,
easy to implement campaigns, and a spirit of
collaboration with other community agencies.
WORLD ORT
World ORT is the largest Jewish education
and training organization, serving 250,000
students in 60 countries worldwide. World
ORT’s mission is to work for the advancement
of Jewish and other people through training
and education; to provide communities wher-
ever they are, with the skills and knowledge
necessary to cope with the complexities and
uncertainties of their environment; to foster
economic self-sufficiency, mobility and a
sense of identity through use of state-of-the-
art technology.

NEFESH B’NEFESH
The core mission of Nefesh B’Nefesh is to re-
vitalize aliyah and to substantially  increase
the number of future olim by removing the fi-
nancial, professional and logistical obstacles
that prevent many individuals from actualiz-
ing their dreams. In the process of fulfilling
our mission, we aim to educate and inspire
the Jews of the Diaspora as to the centrality
of the Jewish State to the Jewish people and
its desirability as a Jewish home. Such en-
hanced awareness will send an unmistakable
signal of Anglo-Israeli Jewish solidarity and of
our mutual determination to strengthen the
State of Israel and thereby increase the likeli-
hood of an ever expanding aliyah reality. 
NBN provides comprehensive support for olim
by directly interfacing with them, both in the
pre-and post-aliyah stages. We offer financial
assistance, employment resources, social
services and guidance through governmental
absorption procedures in order to help make
each individual’s aliyah as successful as pos-
sible.

JGOODERS.COM
JGooders is a web-based venture which aims
to make giving part of everyone’s life by build-
ing a global, accessible, vibrant and transpar-
ent Jewish and Israeli arena that connects
needs and generosity, social initiators with so-
cial enablers and invites everyone to Do Good.
It is our belief that everyone wants to Do
good, every good deed counts and that by
doing good, you get more than you give. Char-
itable organizations in Israel and in the Jew-
ish world are invited to post projects online.
They can request funds, call for volunteers
and develop a network around their cause.
Donors may browse for projects close to their
hearts, give personally or anonymously, in
honor or memory of someone dear. They may
recruit others to join them and keep track of
their donations. JGooders takes advantage of
the viral growth in the e-philanthropic
marketplace, creating a one-stop address,
welcoming gifts of every size and
relevant to the younger generation.  

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY
Tel Aviv University, Israel’s largest and most
comprehensive institution of higher learning,
offers 125 schools and departments across
the spectrum of sciences, humanities and
arts, and a campus as dynamic as Israel it-
self. At TAU, “multidisciplinary” is not a
buzzword but rather a core value of the aca-
demic culture. The breadth of expertise –
combined with the university’s location in Tel
Aviv, nerve center of Israeli industry, business
and culture – creates ideal conditions for re-
search and teaching programs that touch on
all aspects of life. TAU students bring excep-
tional brainpower and creativity to their stud-
ies, leading Israel into new and enriching
directions.  

The University’s School for Overseas Students
and other English-language international pro-
grams serve as a beacon for bright young peo-
ple from around the globe. The diverse
programs provide academic and cultural im-
mersion in fields with a unique Israeli angle,
including Israel studies, Jewish studies and
Middle Eastern studies.
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HAARETZ, HAARETZ ENGLISH EDITION
AND WWW.HAARETZ.COM
News here matters everywhere. 
News and insight from Israel and the Middle
East.

There is no news beat in the world like ours:
the Holy Land, Jerusalem, the Mideast con-
flict: crucial, challenging, fast-shifting. And
no one covers it like we do. 

Haaretz, Israel’s leading daily newspaper, pro-
vides in-depth reports and insights into life in
Israel, the territories and the region, backed
by commentary and analysis no other news
source can rival. Through Haaretz English
Edition and www.haaretz.com, discerning
readers in Israel and abroad can enjoy author-
itative coverage of politics, diplomacy, busi-
ness and social issues, following the stories of
the day in context, as they unfold. 

HAARETZ, founded in 1919, is an upmarket
liberal daily newspaper in Hebrew with a cir-
culation of close to 100,000, mostly sub-
scriptions. It appears in three broadsheet
sections with additional daily supplements in
tabloid format, including its 72-page business
supplement TheMarker. With a staff of some
300 journalists – among them Israel’s most
respected commentators – Haaretz plays an
important role in shaping public opinion in Is-
rael and is read with care in government and
decision-making circles. 

HAARETZ ENGLISH EDITION, founded in
1997, is a joint project of Haaretz and the In-
ternational Herald Tribune. It was the first of
the IHT’s growing network of 'global-local'
partnerships with major newspapers around
the world. 

Largely a translation of Haaretz in Hebrew,
the English edition includes the news of the
day, along with current affairs features, cul-
ture and sports sections, TheMarker business
pages, plus the opinion and comment for
which Haaretz is so renowned. 

Together with a translated version of Haaretz
weekend magazine and its Friday politics and
culture supplement, a weekly entertainment
guide and monthly Books and business sup-
plements, readers of Haaretz English Edition
can get right to the heart of the tensions and
passions within Israel. 

HAARETZ.COM, the English online edition of
Haaretz, offers up-to-the-minute breaking
news from the region, in-depth analysis by our
experienced commentators, and an extensive
range of features including expert coverage of
politics, defense and diplomacy, the business
world, and social and cultural issues. 

The online Jewish World section has a special
focus on topics affecting Jews in every com-
munity around the world, including contempo-
rary debates about Jewish identity, posts from
high-profile bloggers, special features and on-
going coverage of the news from a Jewish per-
spective. 

With over one million online visitors a month
worldwide, Haaretz.com is the first stop for
newsmakers, diplomats and key players in the
region. 

HAARETZ SYNDICATION SERVICE offers
newspapers and magazines around the world
reproduction rights to all the best of Haaretz.
At attractive rates, your readers can get right
to the heart of the conflict, and to the
essence of Israeli life and culture. syndica-
tion@haaretz.co.il 

THE SAMUEL BRONFMAN FOUNDATION
The Samuel Bronfman Foundation seeks to
inspire a renaissance of Jewish life by culti-
vating Jewish learning, youth, pluralism and
community. Under the leadership of Edgar M.
Bronfman and his son, Adam Bronfman, The
Samuel Bronfman Foundation supports initia-
tives which encourage young people to ex-
plore their Jewish identity by learning more
about Judaism. The foundation’s mission also
advocates for the creation of a more inclusive
and welcoming Jewish environment. Through
organizations such as The Bronfman Youth
Fellowships in Israel (BYFI), The Curriculum
Initiative (TCI), MyJewishLearning.com and
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus
Life, The Samuel Bronfman Foundation ad-
vances its mission with innovation, depth and
meaning. 

THE ISRAEL PROJECT
The Israel Project (TIP) provides reporters the
information, sources and visuals they need to
get the facts right when they report on Israel
and the Middle East. In a 24/7 news environ-
ment, TIP’s work helps reduce anti-Semitism
caused by negative images of Israel in the
media. TIP’s multi-lingual team of former re-
porters, terrorism experts and communica-
tions professionals serves more than 2,000
reporters each week who use TIP’s English,
French, German, Russian, Spanish and Arabic
materials. TIP is a non-profit, non-partisan or-
ganization not related to any government. TIP
is on the front lines of protecting Israel and
our global Jewish family. 

THE ISRAEL MINISTRY OF TOURISM
The Israel Ministry of Tourism is the govern-
ment department charged with the responsi-
bility of promoting tourism to Israel overseas.
The Israel Ministry of Tourism, North America,
is headquartered in New York and regional of-
fices are located in Atlanta, Chicago, Los An-
geles, New York and Toronto. A satellite office
is in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

In Israel, the Ministry of Tourism oversees the
ongoing development of the country’s tourism
infrastructure, trains guides, approves hotel
development, upgrades tourism sites and
works to improve the quality of tourism prod-
ucts.

The Minister of Tourism is a member of the
cabinet of the Government of Israel. 

THE ANDREA AND CHARLES BRONFMAN
PHILANTHROPIES
The Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthro-
pies (ACBP) for over twenty years has focused
their philanthropic vision on making a differ-
ence in Canada, Israel, the United States and
around the Jewish world.

ACBP seeks to nourish the deep and funda-
mental human desire to belong to a commu-
nity and to help individuals forge connections
between their identity and community. There-
fore, the principles and goals of the founders
have been pursued via a myriad of programs
and projects that are investing in next genera-
tions in an effort to change the world.

Following careful research and crafted to ad-
dress specific socioeconomic and cultural
needs, our programs are designed within a
framework of contemporary society and the
changes that can take place. Indeed, this is a
social change. We also believe that the con-
nections between individuals and their com-
munities are reinforced through appreciation
of history, heritage and culture and that these
are critical components to expanding meaning
and awareness. We operate in a framework of
continuing innovation, have an ability to bear
risk, and continually emphasize quality, value
creation and building sustainability.

Ultimately, ACBP seeks to span the separa-
tions created by geography, culture, and the
requirements of daily life with a bridge built
on the willingness of individuals in search of
community, identity, and meaning. Together,
we can indeed change the world.

HADASSAH
For nearly a century, Hadassah has created
communities of women who together have
changed the face of Israel and American
Jewry. Through advocacy, study and activism
we have joined our voices and talents to
achieve much more than any one person
could accomplish alone.  Our passion, dedica-
tion and commitment are visible throughout
Israel: in our world-renowned medical centers,
our Youth Aliyah Villages, our extensive Young
Judaea programs, Hadassah College
Jerusalem and our conservation projects with
JNF.
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